
CALL FOR PROPOSALS  

2010 

Sustainable Development and Job Creation  
Supporting the emergence of local, environmentally friendly  

and job-creating microstructures  

 

 
 

FOR A HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 

INCORPORATING  

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 



Background   

Beyond alarming figures,  

         what makes development rise... 

The BOP (Base of the Pyramid)  

represents 4billion consumers,  
or an annual 5000 billion US dollar potential. 

(Source: Enea consulting. www.enea-consulting.com) 

For more information:  
www.fondationensemble.org  
 

Sections:   

Small Grants  
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There are still one billion people with 

no access to drinking water. Two out of 

three people remain without access to 

toilet facilities. Only 30 to 50% of irri-

gation resources are ultimately used for 

crops. Soil erosion is the cause of nearly 

40% of all soil degradation worldwide.  
 

The list of ills on the planet is so long 

that it can be discouraging.  And yeté 

There are, however, solutions. They 

build from this alarming reality to pro-

pose genuine innovation. At their core 

is an in-depth analysis of what is needed 

for change, an analysis that happens in 

close contact to populations. The logic 

is to use human and environmental data, 

observed on the ground, as leverage 

towards a new local economic dynamic.  

 
Many examples illustrate the 

hopes carried by an entrepreneur-

ship that refuses fatalism.   

 
To name a few : production and distribu-

tion of solar lamps, decentralized rural 

electrification, cooperative of men and 

women producers, involvement of the   

private sector to offer sanitation to the 

poorest, cooperative for the processing of 

agricultural products, production and sale 

of biogas and compost (Ecosan), production 

and distribution of techniques that mini-

mize wood consumption (stoves and    

ovens), sustainable management of forests, 

transformation and sale of recycled plastics, 

independent networks of water operators, 

micro-enterprises distributing pump, filters 

and latrine, etc.  
 

Access to water for the poorest pro-

vides a relevant example of the limits of 

traditional models. For example, it is 

difficult to reflect in the price that is 

offered the totality of all costs, particu-

larly investment costs.  
 

This call for proposals shall promote 

the emergence of projects that aim at 

creating small private operators in the 

areas of water supply or maintenance of 

infrastructures.  

 

 

More broadly, contributing to fighting 

poverty, improving livelihoods and   

conserving the environment does not 

conflict with establishing economic  

alternatives that benefit the most     

vulnerable. For these initiatives, the 

Foundation will be attentive to taking 

into account market mechanisms and 

economic paths.  
 

Because greater food security also   

entails the promotion of the whole agri-

cultural sector, the creation of coope-

ratives of producers, this call for      

proposals aims at supporting programs 

that favor conservation and transforma-

tion of cereals, increase and value the 

agricultural production, thus ensuring 

better and more sustainable revenues.  
 

The creative solutions that we seek to 

support in our priority countries will be 

applied at a small scale. During the pro-

posal selection process, the Foundation 

will pay particular attention to tech-

niques and solutions that can be scaled 

up geographically and commercially.  

 
With this call for proposal the 

Foundation wishes, in particular, 

to support innovative initiatives 

that can respond to human and 

environmental needs expressed 

locally and that can promote the 

emergence of local, job -creating 

economic structures.  

 
 

According to Enea Consulting, no less 

than four billion poor consumers re-

main neglected by the global economy, 

and represent close to 5,000 billion 

dollarsé weõll need as many ideas to 

build upon together.  

Creative: thatõs how we must 

be to respond to the numbers, 

hammered over and over,  

that describe world poverty 

and the state of our  

environment.  

To fight this stark reality,  

one of the answers may be  

to promote local sustainable 

development, entrepreneurship 

and employment, in ways that 

are respectful the environment. 

Innovative solutions must  

indeed integrate the principle 

of the preservation.  

BOP Population in the region (million inhabitants)  

Market size (billion US dollars)  

Programmes  



 Our support  
 

Integrated water resources management   

Water supply 
  

Protection of underground water reserves 
  

Sustainable irrigation  
  

Ecological sanitation, biogas 
  

Low-cost technical solutions  

(Micro-irrigation, water treatment, disinfection, 

purification, solar water pump, etcé)  

User water management,  

including agricultural run offs 
  

Water payment (management of supply  

of drinking water) 
  

Support of infrastructure maintenance circuits 

Eligible projects  

Two support funds,  
           three areas of action...  

Where we are  

 

For the Programmes Fund, the Foundation has selected 

eight countries: Benin, Burkina Faso,  

Malawi, Mali, Senegal,  

Cambodia, India and Peru.   

 

For the Small Grants Fund, there is no geographical  

limitation for project proposals.  

The programmes fund  

represents over 88% of the annual  

endowment of the Foundation  

and spans across the following  

areas of action: water and  

sanitation, other sustainable  

development action in eight coun-

tries (Benin, Burkina Faso, Cam-

bodia, India, Malawi, Mali, Peru, 

and Senegal). 

Eligible proposals for the Small 

Grants Fund cover the same areas 

of activity, to which is added  

animal biodiversity. Projects may, 

in principle, take place in all coun-

tries.  
 

Save time in your proposals by carefully 

studying, on the web site of the Founda-

tion, the specific criteria for each of 

these funds, as well as selection proce-

dures and timelines.  

 

 
For more information:  

www.fondationensemble.org  

Sections:  
Programmes  

Small Grants  

This call for proposals relates   

exclusively to the areas of acti -

vities of the Foundation, and in 

particular the following solutions:  

 

Programmes Fund  
 

Your project relates to the areas of 

activity of the Foundation and is located 

in one of the eight selected countries. 

Its implementation necessitates a part-

nership that lasts 2 to 4-5 years. Your 

funding request is of Euros 50,000 per 

year, up to 300,000 Euros over the  

duration of the program, and cannot 

exceed 50% of your budget.  
 

Submit your funding request to the Pro-

gramme Fund. This will allow a more 

personalized follow-up, regular evalua-

tions and possible readjustments as 

your project progresses.  
 

Two commissions are organized every 

year, calling on the College of Experts 

of the Foundation and the Project Com-

mittee. Check the deadlines for the 

submission of your proposal on the 

website.      
 

Small Grants Fund  
 

Fifty per cent of this fund is devoted to 

animal biodiversity and has allowed  

support to over ten endangered species 

(see our Newsletter Number 12).   

Created to give a nudge to proposals 

with smaller budgets and spanning over 

a shorter time (two years maximum), it 

is best adapted to occasional requests 

for support. The total Foundation grant 

per project does not exceed 30,000 

Euros. This fund also allows for the 

testing of innovative solutions on a small 

scale.  

 

 

Whichever support fund is    

selected, it is up to the Foun -

dation to establish contact with 

the project owners whose pro-

posals have been pre -selected.   

Fondation Ensemble has sup -

ported over 100 programs and 

33 small grants programs 

worldwide since its inception 

five years ago.  

  

All partners taken together, 

40 million Euros have been 

invested on the ground,  
 

Water and sanitation repre-

sent the priority investment 

area for the Foundation, with 

63 per cent of its investments.  

The Foundation mobilizes 50%  

of the Small Grants Fund for the 

conservation of threatened species. 

Animal biodiversity   

Water and sanitation  

Sustainable development  

Decentralized renewable energies 
  

Sustainable agriculture, promotion of agricultural 

sector (urban and peri-urban)  

and of environmentally conscious cooperatives 
  

Alternative waste management, recycling  
  

Community-based, income-producing  

management of biodiversity  

 

Processing and commercialization of agricultural 

products. 
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